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Technology Training Opportunity
February 26

Reneé Michel
Reneé Michel is a 1988 graduate of East
Ascension High School. She is currently
the SIS Coordinator for the Ascension
Public Schools system. As coordinator,
she is mainly responsible for
maintaining our Student Information
System (SIS), Power School. She aids
users with issues and keeps the
software current. She has a very close
relationship with the registrars in the
district. Reneé has been a member of
the technology department since 2014
but has 16 years under her belt as an
APSB employee. She has held the
positions of Cued Speech Transliterator
and Guidance Secretary. Reneé views
technology as a puzzle and loves the
challenge of solving problems. She is a
huge Atlanta Braves fan and enjoys
camping, reading, and watching
football on TV. “The Cat Lady”, as we
sometimes refer to her as, has rescued
3 cats and even bottle-fed one of them.
She and her husband Blaine have been
married 25 years and have two sons,
Brennan and Ross, who both graduated
from St. Amant High and Southeastern
Louisiana University.

8:00 A.M. Session

Noon Session

February 28
8:00 A.M. Session

Noon Session

All sessions will be held at the ITTC
Boost reading and writing confidence across all types of content and devices, in class, at work, and at home!
Wonderfully intuitive and easy-to-use, Read&Write for Google Chrome™ provides personalized support to make
documents, web pages, and common file types in Google Drive (including: Google Docs, PDF & ePub) more
accessible. It’s designed to help everyone engage with digital content in a way that suits his/her abilities and
learning styles.
Read&Write offers a range of powerful support tools to help you gain confidence with reading, writing, studying and
research, including:
• Text-to-speech to hear words, passages, or whole documents read aloud with easy-to-follow dual color
highlighting
• Text and picture dictionaries to see the meaning of words explained
• With speech-to-text, dictate words to assist with writing, proofreading, and studying
• Word prediction offers suggestions for the current or next word as you type
• Collect highlights from text in documents or the web for summarizing and research
• Create and listen to voice notes directly inside of Google Docs
• Simplify and summarize text on web pages to remove ads and other copy that can be distracting

Space is limited!
As an employee of Ascension Public
Schools, you have access to Google’s
entire suite of products, including
Google Docs, Google Sheets, Google
Presentations, and Google Classroom.
Even if you are using a Windows-based
device, we encourage you to use the
Google Suite of products.

Register now by clicking on the session links
above or log into
RegisterMe!

We have made recent changes to how Windows updates are installed on all of the Windows devices in the district. With the new system, called Software Center,
you may notice popups in the bottom, right-hand corner of your screen that popup for a short time and then disappear, or you may get notices similar to the
ones below that notify you that a restart may be required in order to install the updates. In either case, do not worry. These are legitimate notices from
Windows Software Center and are to be expected. Please follow the instructions if you are asked to restart your device.
These are screen shots similar to what you may see.

Louisiana Inaugural Chapter

APSB Technology Helpdesk
1707 S. Purpera Ave.
Gonzales, LA 70737
225.391.7150 (40150)
Email: helpdesk@apsb.org
Website: helpdesk.apsb.org

After a long application process, Louisiana now has its own chapter of Computer Science Teachers
Association (CSTA). They began the process by submitting an application in March of 2018. The application
was officially approved this month, and the members are arranging for their first meeting. Inaugural
members of the Louisiana chapter include three APSB computer science teachers: Phil Blanchard from East
Ascension High, Patty Desormeaux from Dutchtown High, and Carla Westbrook from St. Amant High.
Congratulations to these three teachers for the hard work and dedication involved with creating this
Louisiana chapter.
CSTA is a membership organization that supports and promotes the teaching of computer science. CSTA
provides opportunities for K–12 teachers and their students to better understand computer science and to
more successfully prepare themselves to teach and learn. Founded by the Association for Computing
Machinery (ACM) in 2004, CSTA has grown into a dynamic and vibrant organization of professionals
interested in supporting computer science education in grades K-12.
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